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Welcome to the first 
edition of THE GIS PRO-
FESSIONAL, formerly 
known as URISA NEWS. 
The publication, an exclu-
sive feature of your URISA 
membership, will continue 
to be published every other 
month. (At some point in 
the near future, we’ll ask 
you if you wish to continue 
to receive a printed and 
mailed copy of the publica-
tion or if an electronic ver-
sion will be satisfactory.)

With this issue, we 
are introducing two 
volunteer feature Editors of 

THE GIS PROFESSIONAL. 
Keri Shearer, GISP from 
Charlotte Mecklenburg 
Storm Water in North 
Carolina, will contribute 
articles focusing on 
hot topics, trends and 
case studies. Comfort 
Manyame, GISP, from Mid 
South Synergy Electric 
Cooperative in Texas, will 
focus on technology and 
applications. If you have 
an idea for an article that 
tends toward either of 
those areas, please contact 
them with your suggestion. 

Remember that you can 
earn Contributions to 
the Profession points for 
your GISCI certification or 
renewal by contributing 
articles to THE GIS 
PROFESSIONAL! 

This is YOUR 
publication and we want it 
to be valuable. Contribute 
content. Share your ideas, 
suggestions, compliments 
and criticisms. 

Thanks for reading!
Wendy Nelson, wnelson@
urisa.org

Note to URISA & Chapter editors 
– this article was first published 
in The Summit – the Washington 
Chapter Newsletter, Issue 19 
(Summer 2009) – see: http://
www.waurisa.org/thesummit/
TheSummit_Summer_2009.pdf 
Reprinted with permission.

Commute by bus long 
enough and you see things. 
The route I take runs from 
the Seattle suburbs where 
I live, to the KCGIS Center 
downtown, where I work 
as a GIS programmer. It’s a 

Cartographic Karma on Public 
Transportation
By Lisa Castle

nice quiet route with nice 
quiet commuters — in the 
morning, we’re mostly still 
half-asleep, and in the after-
noon, we’re mostly... well, 
brain-dead.

It’s a commuter bus, but 
it’s still public transportation. 
So when some random guy 
gets on at a downtown stop 
one afternoon, plops down 
in the seat behind one of 
the regulars and says loudly, 
“Hey, check this out!” most 

of us know better than to 
look.

Okay, I know what 
you’re thinking. This isn’t 
that sort of horror story. 

The guy pulled 
something out of his 
coat pocket, unfolded 
it, and said, “I got these 
maps. See?”  That got my 
attention.  I was sitting 
across the aisle a couple 
rows back and saw that it 

continued on page 4


